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20 April 1984

LLZ Gecod dev from Weshingten. I am Marvin Xzlb inviting vou to Mest the
Fress with Sen. Josepn Eiden, e sirong critic of the presicent's foreign pelicy.
RINROURCEZR:  Meet the Press, zn unrehearsed press conferemce, is z public affzirs
presentation of WgC Nens

XALE: Our guest todey on Meet the Press is Sen. Jeseph Eiden of Delaware wno
wes first elected to the U.S. Senzte 12 years zgo. when he was 2¢ Sen. Biden
is now the ranking Democrzt on the Judiciary Committee He is zlso z member of
the FToreign Relaticns, Budget and Intelligence Comnlttees end with this
tackground he ch;l‘enges administration policy across the board. Our reporters
tocay are Morton\Kondracke of The New Republic, Cloriz\Borger of Newsweek,
Fobert\Novak of The Chicago Sun-Times, and to open the gwestioning, our regular
cenelist, Bill\Monroe of NBC News.
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NOVLK: Sen. Biden, there's been z lot of noise from Democrats in the Senzte
zbout being...informetion being withheld from you by the TIit on the mining o
tne Niceareguen h;roons by the contres. 1Isn't it fect thet vou were well =z
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atﬁonf vou personally, were well awezre of that h_*-m"at-on wnen th
nete took plzce? 'BEIDEN: We were well eware of it from news
e frenkly find myself in & bit of & biné answering thet
I weas the only person votlng zgeinst thet operetion from the

to the contras since the changing of the so-cezllec presidential f1no;ng, the
ond finding. I think the admini...that the committee's almost as much at
111 here as in Tact, the zgency is. The zgency did not level. The zgency dig

tell us the extent of their involvement. £nd they did not tell us the
ent of the president's involvement. Bui we ¢ic not esi the right questions
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r, isn't it truve thet you were personzlly, guii
unts, that personelly you were briefec by the Cli on th
e the debzte in the Senate? BIDEN: No. That's not true. VWhe
2 briefec zbout, on two occasions, abouvt twe months eiter the fact, was that
n & compendium of & number of things that were occurring, cropped in as number
7, was, and by the way, there are mines there. They never tolc us though the
degree to which there was direct U.S. involvement in thet process.
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NOVEY: Well, aren't the mines & red herring, sir? Isn't it & fzct thet you're
cocoosed to She contras being financed to U.S. funds tc overihrow the Sandiniste
regime? BIDEN: Me, personally?

NOVAK' Yes, sir. BIDEN: VYes. 1 am personzlly opposed Lo the way in which we
re going about that. ‘

NOVAK: Cen I ask you one other thing, sir? BIDEN: Sure, YyOUu can. ask me...

NOVEX: Wno would you prefer runn;ne the 5overwmenp of Nicer
who zre in power there now, or the people who ere trying for
zné fighting with the contres? BIDEN: . 1'G prefer the people t
cemocratic regime. :

., the communists
emocretic regime
ving for the

Qpnﬁnued
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&nd seys we are doing
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nsured (sic) tne Senate Int
the Cit Directer Bill Cese
A ] the CIf will zpprove money
in Nicareguz? BIDEN: Possibly, but unlikely. It will cepend a2 lot on
clesely proscribed those operztions are. My opposition, to go bzck, to
your question and part of the last question, to elaborete on it.... My
opposition wes that the statec goels that the edminisiration sazid it hazd were
inconsistent with the actions the administration wes teking. 1 am prepzred to,
znd was for the first five months, prepared to vote for and c¢id vote for funding
Tor the contres, to zllow the contras to be invelved in activities thzi were
disrupting the flow of erms into El Sezlvador. VWhen that presidential memorandum
chenged, so that it gave broad discretion to co much more than theat, 'in my view,
to overthrow the government, to in fact get us deeply involved in the process,
thet's when I decided that the nature of the operztion had changed and I could
no longer support it.
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But didn't Ronzld FKeagan send z letter to the Senate z2 few weeks ago
gnzte was debeting this, szying thet it was not the administration's
to overthrow or destebilize the government in Nicaraguz..? BIDEN:
o

;
3, and I don't believe it.

ORGER: ...is there still confusion? You don't believe 1t7? BIDEN: He szid
t. Director Ceseyv said it. But, I know, Mr. Novak knows and everybodv Knows
) ) y )
that the intention is different from that.
* % % % % % -

t of the Central
t your committee
irector Bill Cesey?

BORGER: I want to ask z cuestion about congressionzl ov
telllgence kgency. 'Is the lack of cdirect communi icetion
zs been complaining about lately due in particular to C
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is oversight of the CIl4 essentizlly a2 mission impossible? BIDEN: Oversight
the Cik is not 2 mission impossible. But it requires an zdoption of an

itude on the part of the committee that you zll have zdopted toward us. We
e...you 6o not trust us in public office, nor should you. You, we have &

at onship which is based upon respect, but one that you don't accept anything
I sey from the mere fact I seid it. 1Ii's ean adverseriel relationship. That
should be the reletionship between the committee and the zgency to which we're
tc oversee. We should nct be co-opted by 1t. £nd when the agency comes forward
£ and not B, we should ask for concrete proof thzt thev in
fact zre doing only A and not B. We should hold them toc a2 very clcse standeard.
We have not done that.
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BORGER: Is this director,.is this director a particular problem for this
committee? BIDEN: This director is & particular problem. He is a man who
does not have a greazt dezl of trust in the minds of many of the members of ‘the
committee. I would say almost all.

Cantinued
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BORCER Cresumzbly the White House zlsc has oversignt functions when it comes
tc the Ci4. Do yob get the sense that Ronzld Reagen is in clcse contact with
Caesev or thet ne is operating on his own? EIDEN: Let me make it clear I
Gorn't believe Mr. Casey's out on his own. 1 don't believe the zgency is out on
its own. 1 don't think this is a case of the agency run emok. I thinz ithis is
¢ case of the agency following up cdirectly on administration pelicy and, on
ocecazsicn, refusing to outline to us or feiling to outline Lo us whal The extent
{ thet zominisiration pelicy thet they in fect are fulfilling is

X % % k% & X

MONROE: Sen. Biden, the Pentzgon says that et reare intervels, it scunds as if
they're telking ;bout every two or three weeks, they send & reconnzissance plzne
over Nicaraguas to tazke some Dhotogrcph= The ¥Weshington Pest, quoting a
military source, American source in Hondures, szys we're sending planes over
Nicarague every couple of days, CIA, Army planes, fir Fforce planes. What can
vou tell uvs zbout the facts of American recon plenes over Niceraguz and your
attitude toward our flving any of those flights? EBIDEIN: It's classified. I

3

n't tell vou anything about it. But I can tell you, in terms of generzl

cv, whether or not I would support the notion, zssuming they are taking
e c¢f reccnnaissance flights over Nicer The enswer Is ves.

T: Do vou hzve zny problem with freguency of flights? B
ern with frecuency of flights. I have no problem with rec

X % X % k% %
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